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V.     Camp Life
I.   The King in Camp

The king, whenever he went to wage war, lived in a royal camp
(Skahdhd-varam). The gates leading to the palace of king Harsa while in
camp were evidently thronged with the elephant and camel corps. The
elephants bore several gifts from the camps of renowned subject kings.
Some of them bore turbans of honour, others were brought to bear
drums, some were newly bound, others were acquired as tribute or as
presents, or were dispatched by the rangers of the elephants' districts,
Some were possibly brought there in the excitement of a first visit
to the court, or sent at the time of an embassy or presented by the
lord of a wild settlement or demanded for the spectacle of a mirnlc
battle, or given or taken by force, or let loose, or set ready for a
watch or collected to conquer all continents. These elephants were
graced with banners, cloths, kettle-drums, conches, chowxies and
unguents. In another part of this royal camp there were troops of
camels either sent as presents or" brought back in return for others.
They were all tawny in colour, Their faces were ornamented with
lines of chowries, and they were decked with strings of ever jingling
golden ornaments. They had long tufts of hair and variegated
threads of wool of five colours hanging near their ears. Another
part of the camp was all white with masses of white umbrellas. In
another place thousands of stirring chowries were waved. The
carnp was filled on every side with conquered and hostile vassal
chiefs. Some of them, who could not find admission, hung down
their heads and others had flashing sapphires hanging on theii
breasts. Some were continually asking the servants of the different
domestic porters, who at intervals made their exits and entrances;
"Good sir, will it be today? Will the great Lord give an audience
in the hall after he has dined ? Or will he come into the outei
court?" Thus they spent the day in the hope of getting an
audience.

The royal camp was, in fact, an extraordinarily cosmopolitan
gathering. There assembled not only kings of various countries, but
could be found seated by themselves, Jamas, Arhatas, Pasupatas,
mendicants of the school of Parasarya, Brahmana students* foreigners,
savages from forests and ambassadors from alien lands.1

1 Bana, of. c&,pp. 46-49, text, pp. $4-61 J also see Fleet, ap.